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Grain Growers welcome modernization of CWB elections

Earlier today Minister Gerry Ritz tabled legislation to modernize the director elections of the Canadian Wheat Board. The Grain Growers of Canada would like to congratulate the government for their initiative in working to bring more fairness to the election process.
“Proposed new rules for Canadian Wheat Board elections would modernize the process and make it fairer and more legitimate,” said Doug Robertson, President of the Grain Growers of Canada.
Bill C-21 would reduce the eligible voters list to only those producers who sell at least 40 tonnes of grain to the Canadian Wheat Board. This would ensure that only producers who actually rely on grain sales for a living will determine the future of their marketing organization.
“Having credible elections will be an excellent step in the right direction to ease the concerns and allegations we have seen from all sides in the past about the fairness of the voters list,” said Robertson. “A large majority of farmers want this, farm organizations want this, and the CWB has said it wants this. It is certainly a step in the right direction.”
Additionally, Bill C-27 will expedite the approval process for initial, interim and final payments to farmers. This means farmers will get their money in a more timely fashion. 
“We are also very pleased that the bill will speed up the process for payments to farmers. Farmers expect that their payments will be approved and received with little delay, but have been frustrated in the past. Procedural reform for the payment approval process is long overdue,” said Robertson.

In order for the election reforms to take effect for this fall, the legislation must be passed before summer break. This will only happen with the full cooperation of all parties to ensure the bill passes the House of Commons in short order.
 “It is urgent for all parties to expedite this legislation before the next director elections to ensure that eligible farmers are given a legitimate voice in the Canadian Wheat Board election,” said Robertson. “A more credible voters list of producers means more credible and valid elections, so there is no reason to delay this bill.”

The Grain Growers of Canada represent over 80,000 successful farmers through its membership organizations who grow wheat, oats, barley, canola, corn, peas, lentils and triticale.
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